
    
      Skip to main content
    

    


      
    
  
    
        
  Main Menu
      

                          	
        Home
              
	
        Weather
              
	
        Climate
              
	
        Ocean & Coasts
              
	
        Fisheries
              
	
        Satellites
              
	
        Research
              
	
        Marine & Aviation
              
	
        Charting
              
	
        Sanctuaries
              
	
        Education
              
	
        News and features
              
	
        Tools & resources
              
	
        About our agency
              


  


  

    



    

      
                





  

  
  
      
  
      




          
  
    
    [image: U.S. flag]
    An official website of the United States government

    
      Here's how you know we're official
    
    

  
  
    
      [image: Dot gov]
      
        
          Official websites use .gov
          

          A .gov 
              website belongs to an official government organization in the United States.
        

      

    

    
      [image: SSL]
      
        
            Secure .gov websites use HTTPS
            

            A lock (
            [image: lock icon]
            ) or https:// means you’ve safely connected to the .gov website. Share sensitive information only on official, secure websites..
            

      

    

  




    


  
      

  
  
  



          

      
      
                





  

  
  
      
  
      
  
    
    
      Find your local weather
    

  

  
    

    
    
      Change location:

      
        Enter City, State or ZIP code
        
        
      

    

  




  
      

  
  
  





  
  
  
      

                          	
        News
              
	
        Tools
              
	
        About
              


  


  
  
  


          

        
      
          





  

  
  
      
  
      




           

 


    


  
      

  
  
  







  

  
  
      
  
      




          
  [image: NOAA mobile logo]


    


  
      

  
  
  







  

  
  
  
            
  [image: NOAA logo]

              National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
              U.S. Department of Commerce
      
  
  
  







  

  
  
      
  
      




          

    
    
    Enter Search Terms
    
    


 

 





    


  
      

  
  
  


          

  


      
        





  

  
  
      
  
      




          



    


  
      

  
  
  






  
  
  
      
  
  
    Breadcrumb
    	
                      Home
                  


  



  
  
  

    



        
        
    
    
      
            





  

  
  
      
  
      




  
        




          NOAA Heritage


    






          
      




          NOAA

    


  


    


  

  
      

  
  
  


            

  
  



      
  
      
          



  
  
  
      
                          	
        NOAA Heritage home
              
	
        Exhibits
                  
                        	
        Gateway to NOAA
              
	
        Treasures of NOAA's Ark
              


  
              
	
        Our history
              
	
        NOAA timeline
                  
                        	
        1970s
              
	
        1980s
              
	
        1990s
              
	
        2000s
              
	
        2010s
              


  
              
	
        NOAA Photo Library
              


  


  
  
  

          

  



      
  
      
          


          

  



      

      
        
        
      
        




  
  
  
      




  
      
        
    
    
    
    
          
    
    
    
          

      
      
      
          





  

  
  
      
  
      




        
          






  
        Important links

  
  
        
      
              For NOAA Employees: Heritage resources, project support  offsite link

              Visit us: Gateway to NOAA

            

            
    

    


  





        






  
        Related resources

  
  
        
      
              NOAA's history

              National Weather Service history 

              Fisheries historical highlights

              History of Coast Survey

              NOAA Corps history

              National Marine Sanctuaries history

              NOAA Library

              NOAA Voices: Oral history archives

            

            
    

    


  





      






  
    
  
        
      




          

















Contact


heritage.program@noaa.gov


        
        






  
    
  
        
              
          
                          
                                  [image: The word "Friday" in a  light blue block font and the word "Finds" in the style of a  dark blue stamp.]


                              

                      

          
                          
                                  Friday Finds 
                              

                                            
                  Interesting finds from NOAA's "attic."


                

                                    

        

            
    

    


  



      








  
    
  
        
              
            







  
        Stories

  
  
        
                  






  
    

  
  
  
      
      

        
  
    Here's one of the first photos of a tornado ever
  
      
      




            [image: A black and white photo of a tornado with multiple vortices, one in the center, which reaches to the ground and a smaller one on either side which do not reach the ground.]




    


    

    


  
    

  
  
  
  
  
  





  
                    
          View all
        

                  
    

    


  




      







  
        News and Events

  
  
        
                  






  
    

  
  
  
      
      

        
  
    Preserving World War II Naval Data
  
      
      




            [image: A reel of microfiche is unrolled on top of a Naval weather logbook alongside boxes of other reels.]




    


    

    


  
    

  
  
  
  
  
  





  
                    
          View all
        

                  
    

    


  




      







  
        Multimedia

  
  
        
                  






  
    

  
  
  
      
      

        
  
    Ocean Today Podcast: The Florida Keys: Dive into History
  
      
      




            [image: The rusty remnants of a Totten Beacon (foreground) located near American Shoal lighthouse.]




    


    

    


  
    

  
  
  
  
  
  





  
                    
          View all
        

                  
    

    


  




      







  
        Oral Histories

  
  
        
                  






  
    

  
  
  
      
      

        
  
    Take a trip back in time: Explore our Voices Oral History Archives
  
      
      




            [image: A 500-lb bucket of yellow-fin tuna ready to be offloaded from fishing vessel to a receiving trough for further processing. F&WL; 12,343. San Pedro, California. Undated image.]




    


    

    


  
    

  
  
  
  
  
  





  
                    
          View all
        

                  
    

    


  




  
  

  

    

    


  


      






  
    
  
        
              
          
                          
                                  [image: hand drawn representation of early United States map]


                              

                      

          
                          
                                  NOAA's beginnings, illustrated 
                              

                                            
                  From the founding of the Survey of the Coast in 1807 to NOAA's recognition in 1970, NOAA's heritage is rooted in 200 years of science, service, and stewardship.


                

                                    

        

            
    

    


  



        







  
    
  
        
              
              
    [image: Until the 1990s, an alidade, or telescope-like instrument, was used along with a plane table to manually map features such as those in this coastal marsh. Sensors on drones now do this work efficiently, cost-effectively and with greater precision.  ]
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Although NOAA formed in 1970, the agencies that came together at that time are among the oldest in the Federal Government. The Survey of the Coast formed in 1807, the Weather Bureau formed in 1870, and the U.S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries formed in 1871. Much of America's scientific heritage resides in these agencies. 


The NOAA Heritage Program’s mission is to preserve NOAA’s heritage. By telling our unique story, we seek to deepen our workforce’s and the public’s understanding of NOAA’s history and instill a sense of pride and value for our mission and services.






  
    
  
        
    
          

    


  


        
  


          
      
          





  

  
  
      
  
      




        
          






  
        Important links

  
  
        
      
              For NOAA Employees: Heritage resources, project support  offsite link

              Visit us: Gateway to NOAA

            

            
    

    


  





        






  
        Related resources

  
  
        
      
              NOAA's history

              National Weather Service history 

              Fisheries historical highlights

              History of Coast Survey

              NOAA Corps history

              National Marine Sanctuaries history

              NOAA Library

              NOAA Voices: Oral history archives

            

            
    

    


  





      






  
    
  
        
      




          











Contact


heritage.program@noaa.gov


        
          
      
          





  

  
  
      
  
      Last updated March 6, 2024
Have a comment on this page? Let us know.

  
      

  
  
  


          

  


            
      
      
                    





  

  
  
      
  
      






  
    

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  





  
      

  
  
  


    

          

      
                    





  

  
  
      
  
      




          NOAA Home


  Science. Service. Stewardship.




    


  
      

  
  
  





  
  
  
      
                          	
        News
              
	
        Tools
              
	
        About
              


  


  
  
  




  
  
  
      

                          	
        Resources for Tribal & Indigenous Communities
              
	
        Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)
              
	
        Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
              
	
        Protecting Your Privacy
              
	
        FOIA
              
	
        Information Quality
              
	
        Accessibility
              
	
        Guidance
              
	
        Budget & Performance
              
	
        Disclaimer
              
	
        EEO
              
	
        No-Fear Act
              
	
        USA.gov
              
	
        Ready.gov
              
	
        Employee Check-In
              
	
        Staff Directory
              
	
        Contact Us
              
	
        Need Help?
              
	
        COVID-19 hub for NOAA personnel offsite link
              


  


 
  
  
  






  

  
  
      
  
      




          
  
    Stay connected to NOAA
  
 

  
    NOAA on Twitter
    NOAA on Facebook
    NOAA on Instagram
    NOAA on YouTube
  





  How are we doing?

  Feedback opens in new window




    


  
      

  
  
  


  

          

    

  

  

    
    



















































          
  


  